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Music development plan summary: 
Damers First School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-25 

Date this summary was published June 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed June 2025 

Name of the school music lead Nikki Simmonds 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Ellie Hardisty 

Name of local music hub  Dorset Music Hub 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Wessex Music 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

At Damers First School, we follow the Wessex Music primary programme, a completed 

and progressive scheme of work that meets the requirements of the Statutory 

Framework for the the Early Year Foundation Stage (Expressive Arts), the National 

Curriculum for Music and suggested approaches of the Model Music Curriculum 

(Singing, Listening, Composing, Performance/Instrumental Performance).  

Covering a broad and diverse range of repertoire, approaches, and musical traditions, 

our music curriculum supports a fully-integrated approach to musical developments, 

connecting the interrelated strands of singing, playing, improvising, composing, 

listening, and appraising.  

Pupils in Year 3 spend a term learning the recorder. This is built upon in Year 4, where 

pupils spend a term learning an instrument through the Dorset Music Hub musicianship 

programme. This year, they are learning Samba.  
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Year 4 pupils also participate in the annual singing programme led by Wessex Music, 

which focuses on part-singing, culminating in a performance with local schools.  

All pupils attend a weekly key-stage singing assembly, where they have an opportunity 

to develop high-quality singing, a wider musical repertoire,  and part singing.  

Individual children are targeted for participation in additional small-group music 

sessions led by a local nurse and msuical expert, who uses musical acitvities and 

learning to develop the pupil’s wellbeing.  

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Damers First School partners with Wessex Music to provide a wide range of weekly 

one-to-one and small-group tuition for instruments. These include piano, recorder, 

flute, ukelele, guitar, drums, violin and cello. Parents sign up for lessons directly 

through Wessex Music, through which charging and remissions information is shared. 

Subsidised or free lessons for eligible pupils is arrange on an individual case-by-case 

basis, for example through Dorset Virtual School for pupils in care.  

Pupils are sign-posted to Wessex Music weekly ensembles by their tutors, including 

‘Stringalings’ for beginner string players and Skylarks choir for years 2-4.  

Annual concerts in school are organised by the Wessex Music violin tutor.  

A weekly after-school choir for years 2-4 is run by the DHT. The choir perform at 

regular community events as well their own in-school performances for parents and 

carers. A weekly ‘Digital Music Makers’ after-school club is run by Dorset Music Hub 

tutor. Free places in these clubs are assigned to targeted pupils on a half-termly basis 

by class teachers in conjunction with the AHT.  

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Damers First school pupils have access to a wide range of musical experiences. These 

include:  

● weekly singing assemblies 

● Christmas performances for every year group -  

Foundation - Nativity performance 
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Year 1 and 2 - Christmas-themed drama and singing performance 

Year 3 and 4 - carol concert 

● Year 3 Show (Easter) 
● Year 4 Show at THS theatre (Summer) 
● Annual Wessex Music Instrumental Roadshow (Year 2-4) 
● Attendance of the BSO KS2 schools concert, either online or in person (KS2) 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

→ to develop opportunities for parents/local musicians performing in school 

→ opportunities for instrumentalists to perform in regular concerts to their peers and 

parents and carers 

     → to further develop our SEND provision to ensure that all pupils can access all 

musical provision within the school.  

 

Further information  

https://music.wessex.ac/ 

https://www.dorsetmusichub.org.uk/site/ 
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